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CORRESPONDENCE 

CONCERNING AWARDS 

My Dear Miss Monroe: Your comment on The Dial's 
generous offer of prizes, and your suggestion, repeatedly 
made, that poetry should be seriously recognized as a 
serious art in our country and encouraged and rewarded 
as such, are interesting. 

Let me first, however, correct your statement about 
the recently won prizes offered for students in the Chicago 
Art Institute school. The prizes are larger than you 
stated. The French Memorial Prize is, I think, about 
#1,200, and the Bryan Lathrop Memorial Prize represents 
$800. They were not awarded to the two students, as 
you suggest, "for a couple of nice little academic bas- 
reliefs," but rather on the basis of these and all their 
school work during the past year plus their personal 
qualities; and the prizes are for definite study abroad. 
In these particular cases they were undoubtedly the 
culmination of three or four years of ardent work. 

There is, so far as I know, no school for poetry except- 
ing as your magazine, and perhaps to a less extent some 
others, afford an intelligent and discriminating outlet 
and opportunity to the young poets. 

Could you devise and suggest some plan by which 
prizes' would not be awarded for an individual poem, 
but based on broader considerations of personal produc- 
tion and talent, youth and need? An outline for such 
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a prize might be worth publishing in Poetry on the 
chance of its attracting the generous sympathy of some 
well-to-do reader. In the meantime let me repeat that 
Poetry is itself the best school and reward, so far as I 
know, which exists at the present time for young poets. 

Arthur T. Aldis 

Note by the Editor: One of Poetry's annual prizes conforms to our 
correspondent's suggestion — that of $100 "for a young poet," awarded 
last year and twice previously. This is not given "for an individual 
poem," but is " based on broader considerations of personal production 
and talent, youth and need." But we submit that there is a vast differ- 
ence between this annual hundred dollars (not yet secured for this year, 
by the way) and those two far richer memorial prizes permanently en- 
dowed for the benefit of the Chicago Art Institute art school. 

If anyone feels inclined to endow such a memorial prize in perpetuity 
for the benefit of young poets, the editor will engage to satisfy him as to 
the terms of such an endowment. Some trust company of proved re- 
liability should be made custodian of such a fund, and a committee of 
prominent poets should administer it. The editor will be very glad of 
suggestions as to the best way of appointing and perpetuating such a 
committee, in order to keep it freshly authoritative and uninstitution- 
alized. 

Those who are interested — and poets especially should be loyally in- 
terested — are requested to give this subject careful thought, and to send 
in their suggestions before September fifteenth, so that we may resume 
the subject editorially in our annual Prize-award Number in November. 

NOTES 

Paul Fort has been crowned Prince des Poetes in Paris, and has re- 
cently published, through Eugene Fasquelle, his twenty-seventh volume 
of verse, Au Pays des Moulins. Yet, though perhaps the most popular 
and prolific of French poets, he was little known in this country, if one 
may judge by slightness of sales and library circulation, until Amy 
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